VICTORIES OF HUSAYN DOST KHAN
Husayn Dost Khan's march against Nattharnagar (Tri-
chinopoly} to oppose Hazrat-i-A'la, and other events
connected with it.
Husayn Dost Khan who had got from Hidayat Muhiyytfd-
Din Khan brief authority over the ni&amal of the Carnatic
thought he had no rival, and held high his haughty head.
He marched from Phulcheri with his army and that of the
French and reached Arcot. He made himself master of the
territory through the friendship and encouragement of his
own people and family and through the help of the zamindars
and others. In the meanwhile he learnt about the illness of
Bazrat-i-Ala and thought it a wonderful occasion for him
to take possession of the Carnatic. So he dispatched 'Alain
Khan, alias 'Alam All Khan,* with a well-equipped army to
take possession of the remote areas in Nattharnagar and
other places. Accordingly 'Alam All Khan marched in great
haste with a single purpose. He subjugated Tinnevelly, Madura
and other places and made the palayayars in those environs
as far as Tondaman, and the zamindar of Tanjore submit to
him. Husayn Dost Khan marched from Arcot in the month of
Jamaditfl-awwal of the year 1164 with a force of 60,000
including horse and infantry, along with Yahya Khan and
Zakariyya Khan, the sarddrs of his own army. In addition
to these forces, there were two thousand frangs, ten thousand
Negroes, ten thousand beasts of burden, and one hundred
(1) 'Alam Khan alias 'Alara AH Khan, was, according to Orme, a
soldier of fortune who had formerly been in the service of Chanda
Sahib and of the King of Tanjore. He came to Madura, took the fort
from one Abdu'l-Ahmad Khan, and observing the course of events, pro-
claimed his adherence to the cause of Chanda Sahib. He was in power at
Madura in the beginning of 1751. 'Alam Khan defended Madura against
Captain Cope and Abdul-Wahhab the brother of Nawwab Walajah. In 1752,
he joined Chanda Sahib before Trichinopoly and was killed in the course of
the operations. (J. Nelson, The Madura Country, A Manual, Part III, page
269; and Orme, Vol. I, pages 169, el seqj
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